
Forest Land Exemption Application 

The Forest Land Exemption Law was put in place by the Idaho State Legislature for the 
purpose of managing timber resources in the state of Idaho. Per Idaho Code Section 63- 
1701, "Forest land means privately owned land being held and used primarily for the 
continuous purpose of growing and harvesting trees of a marketable species.” 

To qualify for a Forestland Designation 
1.) Property must have a minimum of 5 contiguous acres of forestland (6 acres if there is 

a residence on  the property), 
a.) These 5 acres exclude: non-forested area (including but not limited to agricultural 

land, acres allocated to improvements structures) and any area that does not meet 
the minimum forestland stocking requirements in Idaho Administrative Code 
20.02.01 

2.) Forestland owner must be actively managing a marketable specie(s) of tree for havest. 
3.) Fill out Forest Land Exemption Summary page, an official Forest Management Plan 

from an approved forester a completed form FT-101. This form designates which of 
the 2 options within the timber program the property owner wishes to utilize. 

• Land Productivity Option – the land owner pays the taxes on the assessment for
the land and projected year’s growth. The land owner does not pay taxes on the
timber when it is harvested. When the timbered acres are removed from the
timber program for any reason, the land is then assessed at full market value, but
the land owner is not required to pay back taxes on the difference between full
market value and the lower taxable values placed on the land while it was in the
program.

• Bare Land and Yield Option – the land owner defers a portion of
the taxes to be paid later. The assessed value is calculated using rates much lower 
than those for the Land Productivity option. In addition, a 3% yield tax is billed 
on the value of the timber when it is harvested. Two general situations can trigger 
a deferred tax billing. First, when the land is transferred to a new owner, the 
deferred tax may then be billed. This tax is based on the difference in total value 
between the two options for the years the land was in the program. Secondly, if 
the land no longer qualifies for the timber program but ownership has not 
changed, the deferred taxes are based on the difference between the Bare Land 
and Yield value and full market value. In both cases, the total deferred tax billing 
cannot exceed ten years and credit will be given for any yield taxes already paid 
during that time. 

A land owner is required by state law to designate all of their timber land owned in the 
state of Idaho, under the same option. The next opportunity to change options will be in 
2022 to take effect in 2023. 
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A Forest Land Management Plan shall consist of a written management plan by a 
professional consulting forester, Idaho Department of Lands private forestry specialist, 
professional industry forester or federal government forester. A professional forester is 
defined as an individual holding at least a Bachelor of Science degree in forestry from an 
accredited four (4) year institution. A list of approved consulting foresters in the Bonner 
County area is available upon request. The list is current but not all-inclusive. No 
endorsements are implied or intended for any consultation. Evaluation of a consultant 
should be based on criteria from the Association of Consulting Foresters and the Society 
of American Foresters. 

The forest land management plan requires a minimum: 

• Date of plan preparation
• Name, address, and phone number of land owner(s)
• Name, address, phone number and signature of approved forester preparing plan
• Parcel number and legal description (and address if available) of property
• Map of property for review
• A general description of the forest stand(s), including species and age classes
• A general description of the potential insect, disease, and fire hazards that may be 

present and the management plan which will be used to control them
• The Forest Management plan is for the land owner over the next 20 years (Idaho 

Code section 63-1701-4b)

The deadline to submit the (1)“Owner’s Designation of Forest Land Option” (FT-101), 
(2) Bonner County’s Forest Exemption Summary, and (3) your Forest Land Management
Plan is December 31st of each year to qualify for the timber program in the following
year. The FT-101 and Forest Exemption Summary forms are available at the Assessor’s
office at 1500 Hwy 2, Suite 205, Sandpoint, Idaho or by visiting our website at
www.bonnercountyid.gov/departments/assessor

http://www.co.bonner.id.us/assessor/index.html


Forest Land Exemption Summary Application 
Idaho Code 63-1701 to 63-1708 

1. Property Owner’s Name(s):

2. Owner(s) Mailing Address

3. Property Address for Exemption

4. All parcel numbers included in this application (must be contiguous and identical ownership):

5. Total acres in this parcel(s): Total acres of forest land owned statewide:_________ 
6. Is property in a platted subdivision?

If yes, are there any covenants prohibiting timber management?

7. Forester’s Name:
Address:
Phone #:

By applying for this exemption, I agree to allow Bonner County Assessor's Forester access to my
parcel to Inspect. To insure plan is being followed. 

Make sure you check you June Assessment Notice.



Owner’s Designation of Forestland Option 
FT-101 

Application must be filed with the County Assessor by December 31 to be effective for the following year. 

Name Phone Number 

Email Address 

Parcel Number(s) (attach a list if needed) Acres applied for Total Forestland in Idaho 

Legal Description (attach additional sheets as needed) 

I apply to designate this land as forest land for assessment beginning January 1, 2023, as provided by Idaho 
Code section 63-1703. (See additional information on the 3rd page.) I state that: 

• The primary purpose of this land is to grow and harvest trees of a marketable species.

• The total acreage is five or more acres but less than 5,000 acres, whether contiguous or not, and
held in common ownership.

• The designation shall remain in effect for a minimum period of 10 years unless: (1) the forest
lands are transferred to another owner with forest land in a different assessment category, or (2)
the use of these lands does not conform to the definition of forestland as stated in Idaho Code
section 63-1701.

I understand that under Idaho Code chapter 17, title 63: 

• I am responsible for notifying the county assessor within 30 days of any transfer of ownership or
substantial change in use of these forest lands.

• When forest lands have been designated, failure to notify the assessor of a change in use shall
cause forfeiture of such designation. The property shall be appraised, assessed and taxed at full
market value as provided in Idaho Code section 63-1702.

• To verify the reports required, the State Tax Commission shall have the right to examine the
source land and records of the landowner, timber owner, forest products owner, or party utilizing
the logs or other forest products at the time of harvest.

I understand that under the Bare Land and Yield Option: 

• Forest lands designated under this option shall be subject to the recapture of deferred taxes upon:
(1) Removal of the designation, (2) a substantial change in use, or (3) ownership transfer
and   change of designation.

• Report and payment of yield taxes is the direct liability and responsibility of the landowner when
the timber is harvested. Delinquent yield taxes shall be collected as provided by law.



Declaration 

As owner or contract buyer of the above described land, I declare by my signature below that I am aware of 
the conditions described herein and choose the option marked below. 

□ Productivity Option □ Bare Land and Yield Option

I declare under penalty of perjury that this application and any accompanying papers have been examined 
by me and, to the best of my knowledge, are true, correct, and complete. 

To be valid, this document must be signed by all owners of this land. If this property is in a Trust, 
Corporation, or an LLC, also include a copy of the trust documents or corporation/LLC papers. 

Printed Name 

Signature 

Date 

Printed Name 

Signature 

Date 

Printed Name 

Signature 

Date 

Printed Name 

Signature 

Date 



Consulting Foresters in the Bonner County area.
No endorsements are implied or intended for any consultation.

Karen Marie Brenner -208-597-0347 Inland Forest Management Osprey Resource Consulting
Office Number - 208-263-9420 Kirk Sehlmeyer 208-227-3128

David Brummer - 208-755-8334 John Ailport
Lee Andrews Jim Palombi 208-651-0680
Bill Love

David Brummer - 208-755-8334 Ryan Pennick RD Land Management
Mike Wolcott Remington Daniels 208-255-9056

Colburn Log Yards
Kenneth Carter Michael Richardson
208-290-2543 JD Forest Management 208-610-5458

Shane Hoover - 208-610-6973
John Gaddess - 208-946-9161 Caleb Joslin - 360-477-8819 Rocky Mountain Forestry LLC

Thomas Luckey -208-874-7375 Rob Searless - 208-596-1578
High Country Forestry LLC Jake Weimer - 208-610-4425
Justin Figgins Selkirk Timberland Services Inc
208-290-4380 Phil Wichman - 208-290-7718

Legacy Land Consulting
Russell Hegedus Terry Oliver - 208-920-1741 Silva Path LLC
208-946-1679 Mary Fritz - 208-516-1325

John Linch
Luke Hixson 208-428-8006 Gregory Stern 208-661-6347
208-255-6246

Luke Machtolf Sweetgrass Resource Cnsltng
Idaho Forest Group 509-867-6313 Jennifer Costich-Thompson
Jeffrey Berend - 208-762-2902 208-255-2056
Douglas Bradetich - 208-255-9212 Kevin Merrifield
Phil Dipoif - 208-500-8988 208-290-1225 Timber Mountain Forestry
Eric Nave - 208-255-3653 Jesse Close - 208-255-9885
Erin Roos - 208-290-6037 Doug Nishek
Gatlin Stultz - 208-797-0145 208-267-3462 Philip Tuma 208-255-1321

Northwest Management Inc. David Van Natter
208-883-4488 208-290-6059

Odenwald Forestry
John Kinne - 208-290-4359

Zachary Wood 208-659-7517

Foresters, if you would like to update your information or you want to be added or removed,
please contact our office at 208-265-1440.
If you prefer you can email Lisa Lawrence @ lisa.lawrence@bonnercountyid.gov
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